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foul, now remained for the subsistence of about
twenty persons on board; so that the anxiety
With which every eye was directed to the quar-
ter from whence the wind was" desired may be
conceived.
The dawn opened, however, and not a breath
of air was yet stirring. Prayers and incense
were again resorted toj and the tone of all
those engaged in offering them had sunk from
confidence to melancholy despair. The men
were evidently terrified at the prospect of ap-
proaching death; and their whole conduct, in
this respect, formed a striking contrast to the
calm resignation of the Mohammedans on board,
who continued to preserve all their former
tranquillity, and console themselves with the as-
surance of their prophet, ** God is great and
merciful, and what he has decreed must come
to pass.5'
When prayers were ended, a straw-mat on
which the captain slept was let down into the
sea, and with the shreds of another mat torn up
for the purpose a fire was kindled thereon, and
the whole was pushed from the vessel's side, as
a burnt-offering to the gods of the winds* I had
at first conceived that the object of this was
chiefly to mark the direction which the, smoke
would take, when free from the influence of
those eddies always occasioned by the flapping